Mrs. Smith’s Kindergarten

General Information Packet

Kindergarten is going to be an exciting academic year for your child.  It is the year where your child’s academic foundation is set and where growth can begin.  Kindergarten will be the base of your child’s entire future learning. This year you will be amazed and proud of the rapid progress your child will make.  In order for this year to be a success, I need your help and constant support at home.  I hope the following information will help you to better understand how our classroom will be managed and make for a smooth and successful year.

Morning Arrival 

· Students arriving in a car or walking will enter our school at the gate on the right side of the main building. This is the gate next to our playground. Students will need to have their mask on when they arrive at school. As students enter the gate, their temperature will be checked. They will then report to the classroom. They will eat breakfast in the classroom if they would like to eat. PLEASE DO NOT DROP YOUR CHILD OFF BEFORE 7:45!! Supervision begins at 7:45.
· Students arriving on the bus will enter school by the bus ramp. They will need to wear their masks while they are on the bus as well as when they arrive at school. They will have their temperature checked after they get off the bus. They will then report to the classroom.
Dismissal Procedures
*Please note: If your child has a change for their dismissal, you MUST send a note in with your child that morning.

· You will be given two car tags for your family. These are required to pick up your child from car pickup. 
· There will be three departure locations this year: bus, car pickup and afterschool pickups.
· Students who will be walking home will go to Car pickup. There will be no Room Waiters this year.
· Kdg. Students will move to car pickup at 2:40. Parents are encouraged to drive through car pickup. If you live close enough to walk, you will go to the designated staff member by the entrance to car pickup. Your child will be called to meet you.
· Parents will not be allowed to walk down the car pickup sidewalk this year.
· All students will be wearing masks during dismissal.
· East Hill, Lafayette and Kate Sullivan Afterschool will meet their leaders at designated spots. 
You will receive 2 car tags for your child. If you send another adult to pick up your child, they must present your car tag in order to pick up your child.
Breakfast/Lunch


Please label all lunch boxes/paper bags with your child’s name and teacher name.  If your child would like to get a hot lunch from the cafeteria, you do not need to send in money. Lunch and breakfast are free to all children at our school. You can view our lunch menu on our school website: www.sullivan.leon.k12.fl.us.

Snacks
You will need to provide a healthy snack for your child each day. Please remember this is a snack not a meal. You may send a snack and drink. 
Healthy snacks are fruit, vegetables, cheese and crackers, pretzels, fruit snacks, goldfish, etc. I feel that it is important to instill healthy eating habits at a young age and that there are numerous benefits to eating healthy. 

If your child has ANY food allergies, please let me know IMMEDIATELY!

Absences


If your child is absent, the State of Florida requires you to send in an absent note stating the reason for your child’s absence.  Please send in the note the day your child returns to school.  It is important that your child only miss school if her/she is ill. Also, it is impossible for you to help your child make up all the work that he/she would be missing.  We do not give busy work in kindergarten and therefore most of the learning is teacher directed. 

Tardies/Early Departures


If your child is late for school, you must walk your child in and sign them in at the front office. Your child will be marked tardy if they enter the classroom after the late bell at 8:30.  If your child has to leave school early for any reason, if possible, please notify me that morning, so that I may have your child ready and packed up in time.  If the nurse is sending your child home sick, you do not need to send in a note.  Lateness and early departures are recorded on your child’s permanent record cards.

Labeling

Please label everything your child brings to school.  All items (jackets, backpacks, lunch boxes, snacks, etc.) need to have your child’s name on them.  Please DO NOT label school supplies.  

Classroom Behavior Plan

The classroom plan is a set of rules for the classroom.  The plan is reviewed the first day of school and is reviewed daily. 
Most students just need a reminder to get back on track. The rules that are in place in my classroom are:

1. Listen when someone is talking.

2. Follow directions quickly.

3. Always do your best.
4. Raise your hand to speak.

5. Be a caring friend.
Students who make poor choices will go through the following steps:

1st time:  warning

2nd time: time-out/loss of privilege
3rd time:  time-out in another class

4th time: parent contact

5th time: office referral

Serious offenses: immediate parent contact and/or office referral.

Daily Behavior Charts

· Students will start out each day on “green.” Green behavior allows your child to do fun centers at the end of the day. You will receive a message in Remind if your child receives red. Students may also earn purple behavior. This is above green and shows that your child went above and beyond in the class and earned treasure box. 
Purple- Great day/went above and beyond
Green- Good day! (this is the color all students will start out on each day)
Yellow- Had multiple warnings throughout the day 

Red- After many warnings, behavior continued/Needs improvement

Classroom News

I compile a weekly newsletter, which is sent home at the end of each week.  It is very important that you read these.  The “Classroom News” contains important information about, school events, volunteering, etc.  I will also send out announcements through Remind. 
Homework Policy

Children will receive “homework” each week. There will be a couple of math sheets with just a few problems on each. There will also be a reading sheets that reinforces the skills we are doing that week in class. These skills that you are practicing at home are assessed each month and are part of the Common Core Standards your child needs to master to be promoted to 1st grade at the end of the year. I will be keeping track each week of homework turned in. If your child misses homework, it will be reflected in the nine week’s Work/Study Grade.
Backpack Folders
Each child will have a Backpack Folder that stays in their backpack at all times. 
Each week I will send home completed work in this folder.
Any absence notes, money, etc. should be sent to school in this folder. Please send me a Remind message if you place anything in this folder so I can make sure to check it.
Birthday Celebrations
Your child is welcome to celebrate his/her birthday in class with certain limitations.  Birthday recognition is held at the end of the day. We do not hold birthday parties in the classroom.
At this time, parents will not be able to be in our classroom. 
Please drop off the birthday goodies at the front office before school. Goodies need to be individually packaged and easy for students to open on their own. Summer Birthdays may be celebrated on your child’s half birthday or at the end of the year. 
Birthday invitations should be sent in a bag and I will send them home in the Backpack Folders.
Field Trips

At this point there will be no field trips during the first semester. We have not been advised about the second semester yet. 
We will be doing monthly Destination Days to help enrich our learning. These will be fun hands on themed activities to review skills we have been working on.
Family Situations

I would like to be informed of important experiences that may be affecting your child’s state of mind.  Although I am interested in anything that could be affecting your child, it is not necessary for you to reveal personal information.  Please know that anything you do say will be kept in the strictest confidence. Knowing about stressful situations outside of school, helps me understand why your child may not be themselves.  
How to Contact Me

The best way to contact me during the school day is to email me at 
smithk6@leonschools.net or through the Remind App.  You can also call the Kate Sullivan office and leave a message and phone number where I can reach you.  

Remind

This year our main communication will be Remind. I will send messages through Remind. This is also a way for you to communicate with me. 

It will be important that you let me know if you have placed any papers in your child’s Backpack Folder so that I know to check their folder.

It will be the fastest way to communicate with me.  I am not able to check my email as often as Remind.

I am requesting that all parents have this app on their phone or be set up to receive emails through Remind.

Activity Fee
There will be no Activity Fee this year.
Masks

Students will need to wear masks as they move around campus and the classroom.
While seated at their work area, they will be able to pull their mask down if they wish to.
We will be taking 2 fifteen minute mask breaks each day outside. 
Volunteers/Mentors

At this time, Leon County Schools has decided that we will not be able to have Volunteers or Mentors in our school. 
This may change for the second semester.
